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As our Heavenly Father, God knows all too well how
being close to us can cause heartbreak when we fail to live our lives according to His good and perfect will. The
reality is that we do not deserve the forgiveness that God readily and eagerly provides us. The particular
phrasing of this petition has left some to speculate that God will only forgive those who already forgive others,

yet we know from 1 John 4:19 that we love (and forgive) because God first loved (and forgave) us.

The connection between our forgiving others and God’s forgiveness of us flows from our response to God’s
forgiveness gifted undeservedly to us. If we keep from forgiving others (see the parable of the Unforgiving
Servant in Matt. 18:21-35) then God warns us that we may cease to be forgiven. This is not because God no
longer desires or is willing to forgive, but more to the point that we run the risk of cutting ourselves off from

God’s forgiveness as we harden our hearts by failing to extend that forgiveness to others.

So, let forgiveness freely flow in your life, forgiving others with the free grace and love that God has already giv-

en to us.
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In what ways do you struggle to forgive and how can God’s forgiveness of you soften your heart in order that you

might more freely forgive others?



