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As we learn from Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan, we are not always on the same page with God regarding
who our neighbor is. At this point in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is countering the teaching of the
Pharisees who taught that they were to hate their enemies, thinking that in so doing they were hating those who

God hates. Instead, Jesus argues that we are to love and pray for our enemies.

Fasier said than done! Am [ really supposed to love the person who intentionally seeks to make my life difficult?
Yes! Am I really supposed to pray for the person who betrayed me? Yes! If we imagine ourselves to be in a
different position before our Holy God, than our enemies before us, we are in for a surprise. God loves us, even
as we make life difficult and betray Him. God does not wait for us to get our act together and then extend His
love and grace to us. Rather, God, in Christ, took the radical step to redeem us even while we were still dead in

our Ssins.

Jesus was there to preach to these people the Sermon on the Mount because He was not willing to wait for
them to return to Him on their own. Christ knew that on our own we were not capable of doing so. Likewise,
we ought not to expect our enemies to make things right with us before we treat them as God has treated us.
Thus, we are to extend the grace of Christ even and especially to our enemies, loving and praying for them,

even while our relationship remains at odds.
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can pray for today?



